
Dear Friends, 
 
I want to update you on a difficult decision about our band program made by the board at our 
most recent meeting.  As you may know, our mission statement is: working together to provide a 
quality, well-rounded music education to homeschooled students and their families in our 
community.  We strive to make sure that every part of NGHBC is achieving that goal.  Although 
the board agrees that we have provided a quality education in the band area (as witnessed by 
the multiple students who have been able to join college and community bands after being 
taught in our program, as well as those who have qualified for all-state and honor bands), we 
can't continue to provide a full band experience with the numbers that we have.  Even when our 
numbers were at their peak, our band directors felt the need to "supplement" our bands with 
college/professional musicians to obtain a full orchestration.  For the past several years, our 
band has seen a decline in numbers and it seems that the needs of the majority of students are 
shifting away from band.  As such, and with prayerful consideration, we have decided to 
discontinue beginner, intermediate, and advanced band classes at NGHBC.  (Our other classes, 
including our newly added strings classes, will continue as planned, although we will be sending 
a slightly amended schedule in the next few weeks.)  
As we look to the future, we are seeking to understand how to serve our community in the best 
way possible.  We're open to your suggestions and would appreciate your prayers for the 2019-
2020 music season.  For those of you who have participated in our band programs, I hope you 
will have fond memories of your time spent playing at NGHBC.  My kids certainly will.  
 
If you have registered for band this year, our treasurer Janet Dubuc will be contacting you in the 
next few days with an updated invoice.  If you need to contact her, her email address is 
treasurer@nghbc.org.  
 
Sincerely,  
Jackie Gray, Executive Director 
 
 


